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George Frideric Handel

Handel (1685-1759) was the son of a barber-
surgeon. Until about 1800, healthcare and hair
care were done by the same

per son! Handel 6
want him to have anything to

do with music, so he forbade

him to touch any musical
instruments, bring anything like
them into the house, or go
anywhere they were being used. But Handel
secretly brought a clavichord into the house
and practiced in secret.

| f you had been in Handel
think you would have done?

Handel became famous in
Italy and in England. He
spent most of his life in
London where he wrote 50
operas, Music for the Royal
Fireworks, and many
famous Concerti Grossi.

Handel wrote this music in the same style of an

already famous composer 6s
Archangel o Corelli. Thi s

most popular orchestral music.

Have you ever borrowed so

What did you think?

Did you enjoy these program notes?
If you have suggestions or would like to talk to
us about THE PULSE or our other
educational programs,

] GIVE USACALL!
@ 603-595-9156

E-MAIL US!

education@nashuasymphony.org

Our programming is created just for you, so
your thoughts are very important to us!
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Did you see words in Italics?

Find out what they mean!

clavichord: a stringed instrument similar to
the harpsichord from the medieval era, often
used for practice and composition rather than
performance. But today not just classical art-
ists, but some popular onesd like Tori Amosd
have used it on recordings.

Concerti grossi: plural of concerto grosso,
which is a kind of composition where a small
group of soloists is featured with a larger
orchestra and they play back and forth.

Olympian: Olympian refers to the gods, like
Jupiter, who lived at Mount Olympus in Greek
mythology. Another word sounds the same and
has the same meaning: The Olympics!

Symphony: A piece written for orchestra with
four contrasting movements.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Mozart (1756-1791) was
born into a musical family.
He had one sister named
Nanerl. He wrote his first
piece at age five! He wrote
more than 600 pieces in his
short lifetime including

41 symphonies.

The Jupiter was the last
symphony that Mozart wrote. He did not give it
the name Jupiterd that was added after Mozart
died by the same gentleman who

nick-named Beet hovends Thi
AThe Emperor. o He t hough

showed off an Olympian quality.

What words do you think of when
you hear this music?

Mozart wrote his last three symphonies within
a few weeks time! He never got to hear this
piece performed. After his death, it was
considered to be one of the greatest pieces
of musicnever written.
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Main theme from the fourth movementd
play this on your instrument!


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7b/MozartJupiterFinaleTheme.PNG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/Wolfgang-amadeus-mozart_2.jpg

Arvo Part

Part (19350 ) is from a country called Estonia
which borders Latvia and Russia in Northern
Europe. He went to music school when he
was 7 years old and started to compose when
he was 14. Estonia was under the control of
the Soviet Union for
government influenced what kind of music he
was allowed to write. Some of his works were
even banned and were not allowed to be
performed.

Does the American government influence
the work of performers and artists today?

> the style of Classical composers.
Next, he wrote in a very modern
style using all the notes of the
scale as a mathematical
equation. This is called 12-tone
music and Schoenberg is one of its greatest
composers. His latest style is called tintin-
nabuli which means that it sounds like the ring-
ing of bells. ]
This 12-minute piece was origi- t
nally written for violin and piano  ja8
but was rescored for orchestra
and percussion in 1991.
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Igor Stravinsky

Stravinsky (1882-1971) was a Russian
composer, pianist, and conductor. Some of his
most famous compositions involved music
written for the balletd The Firebird is one of
those. His music was so different from any-
thing anyone had ever heard that there was a
riot at one of the first performances of his bal-

The story of the Firebird
is about a brave Prince
Ivan who goes into a
forest to find the legen-
dary Firebird. While he is
o in the magical realm of

»~ _» Kashchei, he captures
the bird. It begs for its
life and promises to help
Ivan in exchange for its
eventual freedom. While
he is there, he meets many princesses, and
falls in love. He asks Kashchei if may marry his
princess, and finds himself fighting for his life.
Just as lvan is about to be turned into stone by
the evil demons, a feather from the firebird
magically saves him and his princess.

This music appeared in Fantasia 2000.

Hear the story of the Firebird told with music!
www.classicsforkids.com



